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had much happiness with lost connections, and that they must expect to

lose beloved objects in this world who have beloved objects to lose.    My

life, I know, has been fortunate and happy beyond the common lot, and it

would be now ungrateful, as well as unavailing, to repine at calainitioH of

which, as they are human, I must expect to partake.    But, I confess, the

world, at present, has for me an aspect any thing but cheerful.    "With n

multitude of acquaintance, I have few friends; my nearest intimacies are

broken, and a sad void is made in the objects of affection.    Of what re-

mains dear and valuable, I need not say that a moat precious part is the

affectionate friendship of yourself and family.   I want to see you very

much, indeed, but know not whether I shall bo able soon to visit Ports-

mouth.   You will be glad to know that my own health is good.    I have

never, for ten years, got through a winter without being mot'c reduced in

health and strength.    My children, also, are well.   Edward ia at BoHcawcn,

where he will probably stay through the summer, or as long as (he family

may be kept together there.    Daniel hopes to go to college in Auguni.

Julia proposes to pass the summer, or a part of it, with Mrs. Lee, and must

afterward be disposed of as best she may.

"This occurrence is calculated to have effect on the future coin-no of my
own life, and to add to the inducements, already fdt, to retire from a situ-
ation in which I am making daily sacrifices, and doing little good to nry.Heif
or others. Pray give my love to your family.

'_' Yours, affectionately and entirely,

WEBSTER."

A consiclerablo part of the ensuing- summer was passed by
Mr. "Webster in the new cares and duties which the death of his
brother devolved upon him. He was lunv the Bole survivor of
a large family. The farm at Franklin, thenceforward to havo
a melancholy attraction for him, because, there were tho torn I w
of Ins parents and of his brothers and sisters, Loom no his own
property, by an arrangement with the guardian of his brother's
children. His inclination at this time to retire from public, liio
was almost insurmountable. ."Out tho depressing feeling that ho
was doing little good to compensate for tho saci-Iiices" that ho
was making, was not destined to last long. There was awaitm-
him one of those opportunities and duties which occur but, once
m the life of any statesman; when ho was to perform that puMic
service which constitutes, perhaps, the greatest of his smutorial
achievements, and which has forever connected his namo with
die security and perpetuation of the Constitution of (ho 1 1 nih-d
States.

There was also awaiting him a very important and huppy